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The Grandhotel Bohemia is situated in Králodvorská (King’s Court Street), which is now the only remind-
er of the former royal residence that stood there for more than four centuries. It was a royal palace for 
only a hundred years and then it became private property. In the 17th century the King’s Court burnt 
down and even though it was rebuilt, it gradually became dilapidated and in 1903 it was torn down.  The 
beautiful Municipal House (finished in 1912) in the Art Nouveau style stands in its place now. 
The story of the King’s Court is typical and resembles the life story of its founder, king Wenceslas IV, 
one of the sons of Emperor Charles IV. Unlike his father, he was not a very competent ruler and he was 
dethroned as the King of the Romans due to his inactivity.  While Charles IV left us the famous bridge, 
St. Vitus Cathedral, the New Town and other sights, Wenceslas’ Court was demolished and forgotten. 
All that Wenceslas left us is a few stories, such as the one about Zuzana the barber.
During his long reign (with his 42 years on the Czech throne he belongs among the longest ruling 
Czech kings) he was often confronted with defiant nobility and with his brothers. As a result he was 
imprisoned several times. For the last time it happened at the King’s Court. Legend explains how he 
managed to escape. Although he was a captive, his captors still respected him as their king and let him 
have all the comfort.  
So, while visiting an Old Town spa, he planned his escape. There was a narrow ledge leading from the 
bath, where the guards didn’t follow him (assuming that he couldn’t escape from there), leading above 
the Vltava River.  Standing on that ledge he made an agreement with a barber who was standing at the 
river washing pieces of linen used by the spa visitors to cover themselves. She promptly ripped one of 
them and threw it to Wenceslas, who used it as a rope and climbed down onto the river bank. After that 
they both crossed the river in a small boat, which they then overturned so as to make it look like an 
accident, and managed to walk upstream to Wenceslas’ castle. 
The king repaid Zuzana the barber generously and she became the owner of the spa, which now, howev-
er, bears the name of Charles IV.  So, again, what Wenceslas left us is only the story.


